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time they did not ignore the fact that in power it might be a
menace. That was why they opposed a stout resistance to a Hitler
chancellorship which might have got a democratic majority and
needed no decree system; they insisted that any alliance should
be on their terms, and these terms Hitler refused to consider.
German democracy therefore accepted the decree system simply
because it could not help itself. As we have seen, the Socialists
rejected Bruening's attempt at it originally and then, faced with
the prospect of dissolutions which could only increase the strength
of National Socialism, ended by accepting it and keeping Bruening
in power. For the continuance of the decree system the united
democracy takes the responsibility.
Nor can there be any very vital criticism of the contents of
the decrees. Drastic they were undoubtedly, but drastic legislation
was necessary. The real target of criticism is the political system
that had made them necessary and necessarily so drastic. They
failed in their effect because they all came too late, an attempt
to strengthen the foundations of the house when the flood was
already swirling round it. They are indeed open to much political
and economic criticism in detail, but they were an honest attempt
to stave off disaster and they did stave off disaster. Say what one
will of Bruening, and that he was a great statesman it is impossible
to maintain, it was due to him and to him alone that Germany
did not collapse in 1931 and that, when he resigned, the feet of
a drowning nation had touched firm ground. Admittedly the fact
was not apparent to a people crushed by taxation and seeing
everything apparently going to pieces, but it was easy to draw
appalling conclusions from one's own conditions when these
seemed to be borne out by the exaggerated tales of disaster which
even official statistics carried. In 1931 the upkeep of the Storm
Troops alone was costing the National Socialist party—the party
of the desperate and the impoverished—over £500,000 a year;
there was more money in Germany than the tax-gatherer got,
German officialdom invariably overdoes it; it was so concerned
to convince foreign nations that it was utterly ruined that it ended
by convincing its own people. This is not to deny that there was
economic misery, but simply to state that some of the social

